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On Jan. 11, military authorities announced the discovery of between 50 and 60 human skeletons
in a cave near Landazuri, Santander department. Gen. Manuel Jose Bonnet, commander of the
Army's second division, told reporters that the skeletons have been in the cave for between three
and five years, adding that the severely decayed state of the remains will make it nearly impossible
to determine the identities of the victims. Bonnet said the skeletons might be the remains of victims
killed by rebel leader Braulio Herrera.
Herrera who was chief of the Revolutionary Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias
de Colombia, FARC) for the Magdalena Medio region in the late 1980's, reportedly killed a large
number of suspected traitors, local authorities, and campesinos for having collaborated with the
government. Nevertheless, human rights organizations have expressed concern that the remains
might indicate a mass execution by government security forces. The Washington-based rights group
Americas Watch, for example, says the majority of human rights abuses in the country have been
carried out by the government, not the guerrillas. The remains will be studied by forensic specialists
to determine the exact cause of death and, if possible, the identities of the victims and killers.
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